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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Hello, TCAT FAMILY!  

Another successful turnout on our annual Teen Court Competition where we heard eight courts and 12 teams 

compete for State Champion.  

Allen – Writwick Bezborvah, Iris Lee, Vivaan Sethiya, Morgan Truong, Betty Liu, Shreshta Kanakadani 
Ft. Worth – James, Jex, Eden Jones, Kirk Evans 
Georgetown – Keegan Wilson, Emma Cooke, Kaitlyn Hutchins, Levi Krier, Lyla Cohen, Cole Robinson  
Irving – Asiria De La Cruz Garcia, Megan Bhate, Jezel Montero 

Manvel – Arhan Ahuja, Michelle Truong, Dylan Roberson 
Midland – Ayla Careme, Jaxson Solis, Alyne Yharte, David Johnson, D’Annette Romero, Gabriella Mata 
North Richland Hills – Joshua Brannon, Kylie O’Hara, Jacob Hamilton 
Williamson Co. JP3 – Luciano Reyes, Brandon Zamora, Roman Ianciello, Allison Mathias, Autumn Files, Apollo Von Ohlen 

 
The Top Two teams were:  
Ft. Worth and Georgetown 

 
And the winner of 2026 Teen Court Competition is  

GEORGETOWN!   
Congratulations to Tina Heine for a job well done with her team: 

Keegan Wilson, Emma Cooke, and Kaitlyn Hutchins. 
 

 
Great job to all the Courts and Teams present on March 28, 2026. We all really enjoyed seeing every one of you 
succeed.  It takes a lot of hard work and dedication; you are all Winners to us!  A huge thanks to Mindy Eichorst for 
pairing up the teams!  
 
Thank you to our Judges who volunteered their time to join us and help hear these wonderful teams show their 
talent: Judge Lafferty, Judge Garcia, Judge Sanchez, Judge Wolf, Judge Montemayor, Judge Grohman, Judge Eastland, 
and Judge Ganoza.  
 
If you need help setting up a Teen Court in your court, please reach out to any of our Board Members.  We will also 
have our annual conference in the fall if you need more resources and guidance.   
 
Thank you to our Board Members for all their hard work on making our Teen Court Competition a successful turnout: 
Clara Baker-Past President, Yvonne Yanez-President-Elect, Rafael Martinez- Vice President, Dana Kirkland-Secretary, Rachel 
Castro-Treasurer. 
 

Enjoy the Spring - Continue to make a difference with our Teens!  
Sonia Holmes, TCAT President 
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35 YEARS OF TCAT! 

 

2025 marked the 35th anniversary of Teen 

Court Association of Texas! 

We had an incredible turnout in Euless, TX 

for our Teen Court Association Conference! 

Thank you Mindy Eichorst, hostess and 

representative of HEB Teen Court. Your 

efforts produced another successful 

gathering, filled with great opportunities to 

learn, laugh, and even show off the 

competitive side of our program 

coordinators – all in good fun!   

  We are looking forward to another 

successful conference this year. If you have not 

yet heard the news, we will be deep in the heart 

of Fort Worth, TX! Please check our website 

directly at txteencourt.com/conference for all of 

the updates to come regarding accommodations, 

education, and how to get registered for the best 

conference of the year.  

More information should be finalized closer to 

end of the summer, as your board is hard at work 

putting together the details. A big thank you to 

our hostess from Fort Worth Teen Court and 

President Elect, Yvonne Yañez!  

Hope to see you all in November! 
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In Loving Memory  

 

Tonya Patton 

October 15, 1968 – January 19, 2026 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of one of our TCAT 

members, Tonya Patton of Lubbock Teen Court. Many of us knew Tonya as 

the sweetest friend, the first one to lend a hand, the biggest smile and life 

of the room, and someone who will never be forgotten amongst the TCAT 

family. On behalf of the assocation, the TCAT board sent flowers and a 

message to her family as a token of our love and deepest condolences. 

Please see below for her obituary, beautifully written to highlight just a 

few of the amazing ways she will be remembered.  

 

Tonya Lea (Lowrey) Patton, age 57, passed away on January 19th, 2026, at 

12:06 PM. in Lubbock, TX, after a 5-year battle with lupus. She was born on 

October 15, 1968, in Lubbock, TX, to Patricia Ann (Martin) Lowrey and 

Melvin Carl Lowrey. 

 

Tonya shared over 40 years together with the love of her life, Shannon 

Patton. Starting their relationship in middle school, they reconnected in the 

late 80s and married on May 23, 1992. Together, they raised two children—

Makenzie and Mason Patton. 

 

Tonya lived with creativity, ambition, and a vibrant spirit that inspired everyone she met. She brought warmth, energy, and 

imagination to every aspect of her life, from her extraordinary cooking to her eye for design and fashion. As the "hostess with the 

mostest," Tonya created unforgettable celebrations, always making each individual feel special. Her ambition pushed her to 

pursue new ideas and projects, while her creative touch left a lasting impression. Above all, Tonya’s presence made the world 

brighter, and her unique spark will be deeply missed. 

 

Tonya’s drive and ambition were matched only by her compassion. As Juvenile Case Manager of Lubbock, she founded the 

Diversion Program, giving countless young people a second chance. Tonya’s dedication to helping others went hand in hand with 

her visionary ideas and her ability to make a difference wherever she worked. At Wee Care, she was known as "Conga," a name 

spoken with affection by the many children whose lives she touched. Her creative solutions, ambitious spirit, and caring heart 

shaped her legacy in ways that will never be forgotten. 

 

She is survived by her husband, Shannon Patton; her children, Makenzie and Mason Patton; her father, Melvin Lowrey; and her 

siblings, Tracy Lowrey and Kevin Lowrey. She is preceded in death by her mother, Patricia Lowrey, and her grandparents. She 

lovingly embraced many “bonus” children throughout her life, offering guidance, shelter, and unconditional love. 

 

This world lost the brightest light, and her impact will never be forgotten. Her legacy will live on through all the lives she touched 

while here on this earth and will continue long after we are gone. 

 

We will love and miss you always, Tonya. xx TCAT Family 
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MEET THE BOARD 

 

January 1, 2026 marked the start of new terms for your TCAT board. We are here 

to serve you and the overall needs of this association, our programs and the 

communities around us all. Please reach out to us if you need help, ideas or 

general support.  

PRESIDENT: 

Sonia Holmes 

Frisco Teen Court | sholmes@friscotexas.gov | 972-292-5557 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Rafael Martinez 

Northeast Tarrant County Teen Court | remartinez@nrhtx.com | 817-427-6734 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: 

Yvonne Yañez 

Fort Worth Teen Court | yvonne.yanez@fortworthtexas.gov | 817-392-7642 

TREASURER: 

Rachel Castro    

Irving Teen Court | rcastro@irvingtx.gov | 972-721- 3601 

SECRETARY: 

Dana Kirkland   

Metroport Teen Court | dkirkland@ci.southlake.tx.us | 817-748-8346 

PAST PRESIDENT: 

Clara Baker 

Wharton ISD Teen Court | cbaker@whartonisd.net  


